
2018
Annual
Report



Organization

2018 Board of Directors

Executive Committee
Nikki Ferraro, Founder, Freddie Mac

C. Michael Ferraro, Chairman, Training 

Solutions, Inc.

Meryl Bisaga, Treasurer, Brambleton Group

Sharon Ferraro, Secretary, Training 

Solutions, Inc.

Board Members
Donna Corley, Freddie Mac

Peter Crain, Cooley LLP

Brian Kincaid, Fairfax County Government

Dean Klein, Fairfax County Government 

Pete Schmidt, CBS Capital Holdings

Monica Tressler-Chandler, Sandy Spring 

Bank

Communications 

Development

Finance/Operations  

Teen Support  

Thyroid Cancer Research

Committees



Message from the Founder

As an all-volunteer organization, I know how 

important our volunteers are to Bite Me Cancer’s 

success. I really appreciate the coming together 

of our volunteers, sponsors and donors to keep 

Bite Me Cancer moving forward as we help so 

many cancer survivors and even their families 

and friends.

Bite Me Cancer experienced continued growth in 

programs and funds during 2018 to meet our 

two primary goals:

1. Support teenagers dealing with all cancers

2. Raise research funds and awareness for 
thyroid cancer

Our Teen Support Bag program has grown 

significantly. We increased the number of 

hospital partners across the country to 115 from 

95 in 2017. We also shipped out 1,200 bags 

across 46 states and DC! 

As of December 31, 2018, we had reached a 

total of 5,500 bags distributed since the 

program began in June 2012.

We reached our goal to fund our sixth thyroid 

cancer research grant in December 2018. This is 

so important as we need better treatments and 

even cures for all the variations of thyroid 

cancer.  We are in direct contact with our 

researchers and are excited about their 

progress.

As I deal with my own cancer journey, I am 

grateful that my story and my vision can help 

others.  

Bite Me Cancer and I are proud to present the 

2018 annual report. 

2018 was a year of great progress for Bite Me Cancer. 
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Nikki Ferraro, Founder



About Us

Bite Me Cancer is a nonprofit foundation in 

Fairfax County, Virginia, founded in September 

2010 by Nikki Ferraro, five months after she was 

diagnosed with a rare form of Thyroid Cancer at 

17 years old while being a junior at Chantilly 

High School in Virginia. Nikki was determined to 

lead a Relay for Life team just two weeks after 

her diagnosis. She named the team Bite Me 

Cancer and experienced immediate success 

raising over $20,000! When Nikki decided to 

create a foundation a few months later, she 

wanted to continue the legacy of her team name 

and thus her foundation became the Bite Me 

Cancer Foundation.  

From 2010 to mid-2015, the foundation was run 

out of the Ferraro home. With the extreme 

growth of the Teen Support Bag Program, the 

inventory, assembly and shipping of these 

boxes could no longer remain in Nikki’s 

childhood home. A larger location was needed. 

A generous partnership began with AFCEA to 

enable Bite Me Cancer to lease a small office 

and storeroom within their building and utilize 

many other helpful services.  In the fall of 2018, 

AFCEA decided to sell their building; and all 

tenants were asked to leave by July 1, 2019. 

ServiceSource (a national nonprofit) then 

offered Bite Me Cancer a small office and a 

storeroom on a floor with other small nonprofits 

for less rent.  We also have the use of their 

many conference/meeting rooms and can 

assemble our bags and ship them from here.  

We began moving in during December 2018! We 

are very grateful. Our work continues to be 

conducted  by volunteers.

Bite Me Cancer is devoted to supporting teenagers with all 
cancers and funding meaningful research for thyroid cancer.
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From the old office to the new!
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Impact in 2018

Bite Me Cancer made a big impact this year to help 

teenagers with all cancers and also to help thyroid 

cancer patients. 

Teen Support Bags 

By the end of 2018, Bite Me Cancer distributed 

another 1,200 bags bringing the total to 5,500 bags 

since the inception of the Teen Support Bag  in 2012. 

Teen Support Bag Partners 

In 2018, Bite Me Cancer secured 20 new hospitals to 

bring the total to 115 Teen Support Bag hospital 

partners who help distribute the bags. These 

hospitals are in 46 states and DC.

Thyroid Cancer Research Grants 

In 2018, Bite Me Cancer raised $57,500 for its sixth 

research grant. This grant will be appointed in June 

2019. In June of 2018, Bite Me Cancer designated its 

fifth research grant to a researcher at The Ohio State 

University Medical Center with the 2017 research 

funds. 

Annual Program Sponsors 

Throughout 2018, Bite Me Cancer received support 

from its 16 annual sponsors.

$149,701 Raised 
in 2018

115 Hospitals
46 States & DC

$57,500 - 6th Grant

16 Sponsors

Teen Support Bags 
Given to Teens:

2018: 1,200
Total: 5,500

End of 2017: 4,300
End of 2016: 3,400
End of 2015: 2,200
End of 2014: 1,000
End of 2013:    300
End of 2012:    100



Teen Support Program

Inspiration is important to Bite Me Cancer and is 

promoted through the Teen Support Bag 

program to help inspire and support teenagers 

with cancer. All items in the bags are 

specifically chosen for teenagers.

During 2018, Bite Me Cancer distributed another 

1,200 Teen Support Bags across the country to 

teenagers dealing with cancer.  The bags were 

shipped to our hospital partners who hand out 

the bags to their teen patients.  We increased 

our hospital partners from 95 to 115 during 

2018. We increased the number of states we 

now reach from 39 to 46 states. From inception 

in June 2012 to December 2018, Bite Me Cancer 

has reached 5,500 teenagers with cancer – each 

teen receiving a Teen Support Bag.  That means 

5,500 opportunities for us to help teenagers with 

cancer smile, feel supported and even inspired. 

Many of their families have also shared their 

positive feedback with us. 

Many volunteers assist in assembling the Teen 

Support Bags and shipping them out every few 

months when we send  200-300 bags out.

How It Began

When Nikki was diagnosed with cancer at age 

17, she realized that there was not age-specific 

support for teenagers as they fell between the 

younger pediatric groups and the adult patients. 

She felt strongly that a Teen Support Bag was 

needed that would contain age-appropriate 

support when battling cancer. 

Special thanks to our Teen Support Committee, 

The Young Men’s Service League of Vienna-

Oakton, the Chargers Crush Cancer Club and 

many other individuals for all of their ongoing 

volunteer assistance.
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Inspiration

Bite Me Cancer volunteers assembling Teen 
Support Bags



”Thank you so much for the Bite Me 

Cancer Teen Support Bags! The bags 

themselves are great, and the contents 

are thoughtful and appropriate for this 

population. We appreciate being the 

recipients of your generosity.”  Michigan 

hospital  

“I am 18 years old. I had surgery 

yesterday. It was a five hour procedure, 

and the only support I found in the 

hospital was your bag; and it meant so 

much to me.“  Teen with cancer

“Thank you for your Teen Support Bag! 

My daughter didn’t smile once while in 

the hospital for 3 months until she 

received your bag!” Mom of a daughter 

with cancer

“Thank you for all you do for our teen patients. The support 

bags really do brighten up their day when they receive 

them, especially after absorbing a ton of information about 

their treatment. You are making a difference, and your 

sacrifice will be rewarded.”  Pennsylvania hospital

“We love the bags – they are a tremendous hit with our 

teenagers!” Florida hospital

“Thank you for the bag and your work. We want to 

encourage you to continue on your mission. You definitely 

blessed my son!” Mom of a 14 year old son
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Teen Support Bags contain a number of items for teenagers



Bite Me Cancer is proud of its collaboration to 

initiate a Teen Cancer Awareness Week across 

Virginia. It was supported by Delegate Tom Rust 

(R-86) and Delegate Ken Plum (D-36), along with 

the entire Virginia House of Delegates; and each 

year serves as a positive force for Virginia teen 

cancer patients. 

The first Teen Cancer Awareness Week in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia was celebrated 

during the 3rd week of January, 2015. This 

awareness week will happen every year during 

the 3rd week of January across Virginia.

Bite Me Cancer helps to shed light on teenagers 

with cancer, their challenges and also their 

needs. 

With elected officials, teen cancer patients and 

survivors, Governor Terry McAuliffe signed the 

first official statewide proclamation in July 

2014. 

6

The fourth Teen Cancer Awareness Week was held in 
January, 2018

Education

The Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia Hon. Terry McAuliffe signs a proclamation 
for Teen Cancer Awareness Week flanked by elected officials, Nikki Ferraro and teens with 
cancer.



When Nikki formed Bite 

Me Cancer, she felt 

strongly that thyroid 

cancer research needed 

to be a focus for the 

foundation since it had 

been the fastest 

increasing cancer for a 

number of years and that 

her rare kind of thyroid 

cancer actually had no 

treatment options other 

than surgery. In 2013, Bite 

Me Cancer was able to be 

an Alliance for Patient 

Education Member of the 

American Thyroid 

Association (ATA) and 

become a partner in their 

thyroid cancer research 

program. ATA’s grant 

program is for younger 

researchers who receive a 

two-year grant ($57,500) 

if their proposals are 

accepted after extensive 

reviews. Bite Me Cancer 

is proud to be part of this 

important program that 

funds new and innovative 

research.

In 2018, Bite Me Cancer 

successfully raised the 

required funds ($57,500) 

to fund our sixth thyroid 

cancer research grant. 

This grant will be 

appointed by June 2019. 

We also appointed our 

fifth research grant in 

June 2018 with our 

research funds from 

2017. 

Thank you to our donors 

for being so generous!
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Research

Our grants make a positive impact in fighting thyroid cancer.

Grants:

6th grant, start 7/2019: 
(to be designated)

5th grant, start 7/2018:
Dr. Wayne Miles, PhD
The Ohio State University Medical 
Center, OH

4th grant, start 7/2017:
Dr. Yu Qin
MD Anderson Cancer Center, TX

3rd grant, start 7/2016:
Dr. Irene Min
Weill Cornell Medicine, NY

2nd grant, start 7/2015:
Dr. Laura Boucai
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center, NY

1st grant, start 7/2014:
Dr. Ramona Dadu
MD Anderson Cancer Center, TX
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5th Annual Wine Dinner

On April 21, 2018, the 5th Annual Wine Dinner was held 

at Chantilly National Golf and Country Club, Centreville, 

VA, with over 200 guests in attendance.

This year, the focus of the event was to bring the 

community together to support and inspire teenagers 

fighting all cancers while raising funds for the Teen 

Support Program.

What started in 2014 as a 50-guest dinner to celebrate 

Nikki’s 4th “cancerversary” of her diagnosis, the dinner 

has grown every year! This year, Nikki gave her speech, 

and there were other inspirational young adults who 

had dealt with cancer who shared their stories. Also, a 

Child Life Specialist shared her experiences in dealing 

with teens having cancer.

Special thank you to our
Host Committee:

Nikki Ferraro, Freddie Mac
Bev Gray, Exhibit Edge

Bobbie Kilberg
Danny Vargas, VARCom Solutions, LLC

Ed Zigo, Clarke-Hook Corp.

A delicious wine dinner was served. There 

was a small but “mighty” silent auction as 

well as a “live ask” so guests could donate to 

“buy bags” for the teenagers. Donors were 

given the opportunity to write cards to the 

teens to be put inside the Teen Support Bags. 

Thank you to our Wine Dinner Committee, our 

dinner sponsors, volunteers and all who 

made this event a huge success.  The 2018 

dinner raised almost $55,000. 
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8th Anniversary Party

On  September 27, 2018, Bite Me Cancer held its first ever anniversary party. This event was first 

planned as a low key happy hour; and due to strong interest, it soon turned into a party for almost 100 

guests with sponsors, a band, food, Nikki’s speech and more! 

The party took place at the Arlington Rooftop Bar & Grill in Arlington, VA. The owners were very 

generous and supportive, which helped to make this event a big success. Over $7,200 was raised!
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Events

Team Bite Me Cancer events are a strong focus of the 

fundraising opportunities for Bite Me Cancer. There 

are 2 kinds of events: 

• 3rd party events held by other organizations, retail 

outlets, restaurants, etc.

• Individuals who run their own fundraising campaign 

(for their birthday, for a race, in honor of someone, 

etc.)

In 2018, a variety of events were held which included:

• The National Association of Broadcasters donated 

3 corporate suites for Washington Nationals 

games. Tickets were sold, and also some families 

with teens having cancer were invited for free. Over 

$3,600 was raised.

• A special family held their annual home fundraising 

party raising over $8,000.

• An individual raised $1,000 while she trained for a 

running event.

• An individual set up a donation game during NCAA 

March Madness raising $3,600.

• There were individuals who ran their own Facebook 

birthday campaigns totaling over $6,000.
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Financials

**Research payout amount was raised during 2017-2018*Other refers to service fee income of $668.

$54,825 

$49,308 

$35,900 

$9,668 

EVENTS

TEAM BITE ME CANCER

ANNUAL SPONSORS

GRANTS & OTHERS*

Revenue = $149,701

$68,477 

$43,125 

$23,592 

$15,705 

TEEN 
SUPPORT

RESEARCH

FUNDRAISING

G&A

Expenses = $150,899
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Annual Sponsors 

2018 Corporate Sponsors

Platinum: $10,000

Diamond: $5000-$9,999 
Brambleton Soave Real Estate

Map Your Show

Gold $2,500-$4,999
Allegiance Advisory Group

Backflow Technology

KT Enterprises

Leidos

Training Solutions, Inc.

Silver $1,500-$2,499 
Aquarian, A Shepard Company, LLC.

Rappaport Management Co.

TM Associates

Ventera

Bronze $500-$1,000 
The Freeman Company

Future Media Concepts, Inc.

Metro Group Maritime

Tom Coughlin Jay Fund

Trade Show Logic



Phone - (703) 709-2539

Address – 10467 White Granite Drive, Suite 300, Oakton, VA 22124

Online - www.BiteMeCancer.org

Facebook – facebook.com/BMCAttitude

Twitter - @bitemecancerorg

Instagram - @bitemecancer

YouTube - youtube.com/bitemecancerorg

Contact

At Bite Me Cancer, our mission is to
fight cancer through 

research, education and Inspiration.



Bite Me Cancer Foundation is a 501(c)3 - Federal ID 27-3554181 

Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 


